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Many of these had been greatly Influenced by the
Aztecs; many had been conquered by them and were
Aztec colonies, but in most cases each had its own
dialect, its own arts and religious beliefs* its own at-
tainments and culture,, and many had their own
rulers. For that matter, the Aztec Empire was a
confederation of many tribes and cultures.
Strictly speaking, the term Aztec is a misnomer.
Ethnologically the Aztecs (as well as many other
Mexican tribes) were Nahuas speaking the ISTahuatl
language, and the Aztecs were only one of the nu-
merous Nahua tribes. In their own dialect they called
themselves the "People of Anahuac" and the entire
empire became known as Aztec merely because the
Aztecs rose from a small and obscure tribe to domi-
nate and rule the others.
The term Toltec is also rather misleading. In the
ancient Mexican legends and myths the earlier in-
habitants of Mexico are spoken of as Toltecs and are
described as a civilized race. It is very questionable,
for reasons explained in Chapter III, if the Tol-
tecs actually existed, and many authorities consider
the name more geographical than racial. We know
that some highly cultured race inhabited the Tollan
district prior to the Aztecs, for ruins and remains of
an earlier civilization are abundant there and else-
where ; but there is little if any evidence to prove that
these are not of Aztec, or rather Nahua, origin. At
any rate, if the Toltecs existed we do not know who
they were, and the term Toltec is usually employed
merely to distinguish the earlier culture of central
Mexico from that of the later Aztecs*
We know very little about the Aztecs, or rather